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Senior guard C.J.Lee …“You have to win at home in conference….We are doing that for the most part.”  
  
Exactly 11 months ago, the Maize Rage stormed the court after a game that seemed an omen for good things to come. At the time, 
Michigan was 8-16 and had suffered humiliating losses to Central Michigan and Harvard. If you were a senior at Michigan, you hadn’t 
seen your basketball team or football team (okay, maybe some things don’t change) beat Ohio State during your time at the University. 
Your basketball team hadn’t made the NCAA Tournament in a decade. But for one moment, the failures of the past were forgotten with a 
huge 80-70 victory over the Buckeyes. And indeed that omen proved prophetic, as U-M has looked like a whole different team this year, 
cracking the Top 25 and putting itself in excellent position to break the tournament drought. But the work is far from over. With the win 
last year, Michigan became relevant once again. Today, we can take one more step toward finally capitalizing on that success.   
 

2 Jeremie Simmons 6’2” G Junior’s high school was named “Von Steuben Metropolitan Science Center,”  
    but wants to become a math—not science—teacher after graduation 

Here is the projected starting lineup for the Ohio State Buckeyes (12-3, 2-2 Big Ten): 

44 William Buford* 6’5” G Ohio’s Mr. Basketball last year has adjusted seamlessly to college on offense,  
    but still struggles on defense; says Buford: “I played [D] sometimes” in HS 
33 Jon Diebler 6’6” G Sophomore’s high school retired his #23 jersey when he was just a freshman at  
    OSU; scored 77 points in a high school game that his team only eked out in OT 
21 Evan Turner 6’7” G On Facebook, lists his employer as “THE Ohio State University” and his  
    position as “Full time student athlete;” the NCAA hopes it’s a volunteer position 
52 Dallas Lauderdale 6’8” F Said Dallas: “I don’t see us losing this year….I think it’s very realistic….It’s not 
    cockiness, it’s just being bold….I really don’t see us losing this year”  
Coach Thad Matta   Played high school basketball for the Hoopeston-East Lynn (IL) Cornjerkers 
     
*BUM OF THE GAME: William Buford is tonight’s Bum of the Game. Chant “BUM” whenever he touches the ball and if the center 
section asks “What’s the matter with Buford?” respond: “He’s a bum. Bum-bum-bum-bum-bum-bum-bum!” 
 
Club benchwarmer: Following in the footsteps of the great Pete Burak, Ohio State sports two student managers-turned-basketball 
players: junior guards Danny Peters (#13) and Mark Titus (#34). OSU’s media guide describes Titus’s switch from the bench to, well, 
still the bench by saying that he “soon decided playing more to his liking.” (1. Yeah, I’m sure it was totally his decision, and 2. Does 
playing two minutes this season really count as “playing”?). The real reason was clearly his superior writing skills. Titus started a blog 
called “Club Trillion: Life Views from the End of the Bench,” in which he discusses his unique position on the team. Some highlights: 

- He is infatuated with ESPN sideline reporter Erin Andrews, and calls her “the only two reasons why I watch some games.” 
Andrews’s decision to interview team captain David Lighty (#23) at the Indiana game instead of the perennial benchwarmer 
induced Titus to “break up” with “Erin Andrews-Titus,” to whom we are fairly certain he has never actually spoken. 

- He alternates between extreme hubris (calling himself “the face of the program”) and shocking realism (when he injured his foot 
about a week ago, he said: “I’m even more useless to the basketball team than I was before I got hurt”).  

- During OSU’s recent game at MSU, he claims to have “spent the entire game playing eye tag with one of the members of the 
MSU dance team. And yes, it was a girl.” And Titus even finds a silver lining despite OSU’s loss that dropped them to 1-2 in the 
Big Ten: “Michigan State may have won the game on the court, but my performance in eye tag was one for the ages.”  

 
Briefly: Junior guard P.J. Hill (#4)—not the Wisconsin running back—lists his hobby as “reading about space” and aspires to become the 
spokesperson for NASA … Nikola Kecman (#24), a sophomore forward, transferred from Eastern Arizona University, where he played 
for the Gila Monsters. (Wouldn’t you like to see a Gila Monsters vs. Cornjerkers matchup?).  
 
THE REST OF THE BUCKEYE ROSTER: #3 Walter Offutt, #15 Kyle Madsen, #32 B.J. Mullens, #45 Zisis Sarikopoulos 
 
OSU’s Free Throws:

-  Gooooo!!  Bluuuuuuue!!  (with the rest of the crowd) 

     Listen in to the center of the Rage where the chant will be started, and follow along with one of these: 
    -      You Will Miss! You Will Miss! You Will Miss! (And upon a miss, yell “Thank you”) 

    -      Absolute silence, and then scream just as the player shoots 
    -      Upon a made free throw, listen for the “It doesn’t matter!” prompt and yell “You still suck!” 

 
Keep it classy, Rage: As we work toward becoming a great student section, it’s important that we refrain from swearing and making other 
negative slurs throughout the game.  The University of Michigan is an institution of class, and as a collective representative of the 
University, we need to uphold this standard.  It’s cool to razz the opposition, but keep it clean, Ragers. 
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44 Kelvin Grady 5’11” G KG started his first game of the season at Indiana and has played well since,  
Here is the projected starting lineup for YOUR #24 Michigan Wolverines (13-4, 3-2 Big Ten): 

    including a huge 3-pointer in overtime to put away the Hoosiers 
31 Laval Lucas-Perry 6’3” G His 8 points against Iowa marked the first game of the season without scoring  
     in double figures (averaging 12 per game so far this season) 
3 Manny Harris 6’5” G Among the Big Ten leaders in points, assists, rebounds, and FT percentage 
0 Zack Novak 6’5” F Played season-high 33 minutes in games against Iowa and Illinois 
34 DeShawn Sims 6’8” F Leads the Big Ten in rebounds at 8.0 per game 
Coach John Beilein   Was at the Kingdome in Seattle, Washington for the 1989 Final Four  
    (see below) 
 
Sleepless in Seattle: Tonight the 1989 National Championship team will be honored at halftime. It was 20 years ago in Seattle, 
Washington that the Wolverines stunned the world and won the NCAA Tournament under rookie coach Steve Fisher. The team was led by 
All-American Glen Rice, who set an NCAA Tournament record with 184 points (a record that still stands today!) But more famous was the 
clutch play of point guard Rumeal Robinson in the championship game against Seton Hall. With only three seconds left, and the 
Wolverines down two, Robinson stepped to the line and hit two HUGE free throws to give the Wolverines the lead… and their first 
National Championship.  The team will honor that title tonight by wearing the jerseys from that championship game.  
 
Thanks for the memories: In the more recent past, Ohio State provided the Wolverines with the high point of their 2008 season. It was 
nearly a year ago that the Wolverines upset the Buckeyes here at Crisler, 80-70. The game was truly a sign of things to come this season, 
as DeShawn Sims scored 27 points while Manny Harris added 22 for the biggest win of the season. Even though OSU wasn’t ranked, the 
victory was so sweet that the students rushed the court – between football and basketball it was the first victory since the football team’s 
35-21 win in 2003.   
 
Player intros: We will chant the name of the Michigan player about to be introduced even while the opposing team’s names are read. 
Check with the center section beforehand to determine the order in which our players will be introduced. They will be posted up on a 
whiteboard and shared with everybody before the introductions.    
 
PEEDI: Instead of chanting “De-Shawn Si-ims” when he is introduced, chant “PEE-DI” (his nickname) instead. 
 
H-BOMB: When Manny Harris hits a three, drop back in your seats as if a bomb has violently shaken Crisler Arena. At the same time, 
yell “Fresh” (Manny’s nickname), holding the –SH at the end.  
 
Chants:  Be steady and don’t speed up, or the chants will become disorganized and ineffective... 
Offense:       
-Here we go Michigan, here we go! (clap clap)   -De-fense! (clap clap) 

Defense: 

-Let’s Go Michigan! (clap, clap, clap clap clap)   -D-D-D-Defense! D-D-D-Defense! 
-Go, Blue, Go! (clap clap clap)     -Popcorn (Jump up and down while screaming OHHHH!!) 
-Let’s Go Blue! (clap)      -Bounce! Bounce! Pass! (Yell “bounce” when the opposition 
-Go Blue! (clap clap)      dribbles, and “pass” when they pass) 
Bum of the Game goes to the bench:

Upcoming events:  

 -NaNaNaNa! NaNaNaNa! Hey Hey Hey, You Suck! 

Tuesday, Jan. 20 at Penn State 9:00pm  BTN  
Saturday, Jan. 24 vs. Northwestern 8:00pm  BTN 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Have questions, comments, or potential future Rage Page material?  Contact Craig Johnson, Rage Page Editor, at craigjoh@umich.edu 

 
STUDENTS! E-MAIL LIST: To sign 
up for weekly newsletters and important 
Rage tidbits, go to MaizeRage.org and 
click the link on the left side of the page, 
or send an email to nmattar@umich.edu 
requesting that your name be added. 
 
Special thanks to Josh Raskin for his 
contribution to today’s Rage Page. 

Visit  
MaizeRage.org 

Histo’s Corner:  
Michigan is 71-89 all-time against Ohio State, but is 43-35 at home. Last year, U-M 
upset the Buckeyes, 80-70, in what was the Wolverines’ first win against OSU in their 
last nine tries.  
 
When Michigan is ranked in the 20-25 range in either poll, they are 2-1 against Ohio 
State. The loss was in 2006; the wins came in 1996 and 1998.  
 
The 1989 National Championship team was 2-0 against Ohio State, winning by a 
combined margin of 43 points.  
 
Histo’s RPI Update: 
Michigan #27, Ohio State #24 
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